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REPORT.

2o the Honorable Leyisiviuie of Murylund .

The undersigned, appointed by Gov Swann, by autherity
of an Act passed by the (teneral Assembly of Maryland, du-
ring the January session of 1868, to have a survey and esti-
mate made for constructing a Railioad from some point 1n
Prince George’s county to Pomt Lockout, 1eport, that m
consequence of sume of the gentlemen who weie appointed
by Gov. Swann. dechnming, the Board was not filled and
qualified as 1equired by the Act, until the 4th of September,
1868  Anxious to cairy out conscientiously the intention of
the Act by which we were appointed, ard knowing that all
prehminaly surveys that had heretofoie been made in the
State. (mecessarily huiried and defective for the want of
means to perfect them,) weie looked npon with suspicion by
apitalists, we determined to give our whole time to make a
careful smivey, and an elabmate estimate and such sugges-
tions as would induce capitalists ard those nterested, to
build this road )

We, therefore, ciaployed a full corps of able and efficrent
engincers, consisting of Mi. Beny., Tippett, of St Mary’s
county, Chief Engineer, M1 Addison Marbury, of Chales
county as first assistant ; Messrs. Hanes, of Cairoll county,
leveller , Chunn, of St Mary’s county, transit; Dwyer,
dianghtsman. and the necessaiy assistants., We immediate-
Iy set them to work at Point Lookout, so as to give us time
to fix the other teiminus of the road, which was left to us
by the Act  This decision was one of great importance, as
we all felt that the building of the road mainly depended on
it. To decide tlus properly, a Committee of ns was ap-
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pointed to wait on Messis. Gairett and Bowie, the Pres:-
dents of the two great, Railioad Companies towards which we
were surveying, and to whom, 1n some measure, the people
of this peminsula looked fo1 assistance ultumately to com-
plete this road  Mi. Garrett answered ow proposal, as fol-
lows:

«Phe Baltiwoie and Ohio Company 15 at present engaged
1n so many and such costly enterprises that it is deemned in-
judicious to create fuither oblhigations  The Company will
be prepated to extend a cordial Welcowme 1o this road when
constructed, and co-operate effectively 1o antangements for
developments of mutual interests ”’

Gon. Bowie kindly recerved us, and assured us of all the
assistance that the Baltimore and Potomac could give, 1if we
would muke the terminus on this 10ad  The Committee, be-
lieving thatf Chailes and St Mary’s counties would join
the State appropriations, together with what assistance they
could get from the citizens of the counties along the line. 1n
rizhts of way, ties and money, the road could be constructed
to the junction of tlns road, and the Baltimore and Potomac
road would furnish all the necessaty rolling stock for the
advantages accruing to her  These facts, which the Engi-
neer’s Report will show could have been, and, to be correct,
almost decided the Commitiee to 1ecommend this as the tei-
minus of the survey, though contiary to the convictions of
one ot the Committee, M1 Hutchins, who always advocated
Washington city as the natural terminus of this read, bnt
yielded them at the time to this safe argument The Commut-
tee after seulng_Gov. Bowie,and upon thesc reasons, concluding
to make the Balto. & Potomac Road, ncar Brandywiue, the tei-
‘minus, weie staitled with the knowledge that Gov Bowie had
apphed to the Comumnssioners of Chailes county for their State
appropriation. This smpuised them the more, as they had
heard from influential fiiends of the Baltimoie and Potomac
Road that the Company had all the means to build to the
Potomac, without one cent from the State or people, except
the 1ight of way, and that, according to their chaiter and
promise, it was so contiacted for. The great privilege of
building a parallel brauch to the Baltimore and Ohio Road,
being the lever by wlnch the means to nccom.pllsh this was
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raised, and although we Kiow that Chatles county, by jounng
her fund to that of St Mary’s, could have two 1oads. the
Baltimore and Potomac through the west o1 centre of the
county, and the Souther n Maryland Raihioad thiongh the eas-
tern patt, yet, we felt that an o1ganized Road with so able and
efficient & President as Gov Dowie, against 'an unotganized
10ad, would cairy the fund as he requested, even 1f it left
but one 101d to Charles county  T'herefore, 1t behooved us
to look for a safer terminns, 1f we expected anything to 1esult
from our survey and the expenditure of the State  We then
decided, at the request of Mr Hutchins, to send him to
Washington to wait on the city authorities. Upon his state-
ment of the facts, the Mayor recommended, and the City Coun-
cil unanimously appropriated a thousand dollais to continue
the survey to the city, and together with the Doard of Thade
and other wealthy and influential citizens of Washington,
assuted him of such aid as would make the building of tlns
road a ceitainty. This decided the commissioners at once to
adopt Washington city as the termmus and we all agieed,
that although we had no authoiity to use the State’s money
in the District, (and we beg leave to say here, once for all,
that we pever did ) yet, as our authority carned us to the
Distiict line, and the city's money carried us to the eity, we
would adopt thisroutcas a whole this, we hope, will account
satisfactorily fur the mauner of oul 1epoit, and the sugges-
tion 1t contairs  Having adopted this lize from Washington
city to Poiat Lookout, and believing this would be the one
eventually built, all our suggestions wie based on 1t, and all
our arguments tend to that end. '

We regard the Sonthern Maryland Ralroad, o1 some stim-
la1 1mpiovement, as necessa1y, not only to south-western
Maiyland, but also to the city with which 1t is intended to
communicate

As the population of Washington 1ncieases, the 1egion of
country fiom whence her supplies are obtained, must neces-
satlly be extended  We allude principally to articles usually
called maiketing, which do not admnt of long transportation
and storage, but must be brought in fiom the surrounding
country dadly. Habit alone, as well as health and comfort,

‘
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requite these as much as any other ot the necessaries of lite,
and no onc will voluntanly hive where they cannot be enjoyed.

As often as the population of the city 13 doubled, as often
also must be doubled the area of country fiom whence these
daily supplies aie obtained, until at length, nothing shoit
of Railroad speed can keep up a daily communication he-
tween the pioducar and the market In the immediate
vicinity of a growing city, the high price of land adds heavi-
ly to the value of 1ts marketable pioductions. The same
produte could be had from 1emote distiicts at a much lower
figure, but for the distance over which it must be trans-
ported

Distance, in o business view however, 1s not to be esti-
mated by the intervening miles, but by the time consumed
and the expenses incuired 10 passing over 1t

Washington city may receive her daily supphies Ly the
Railroad tiamn from a distance ot 20 or even 30 miles, as
early and as cheap (1f not cheaper) as they can now arnve
by the ordinary market wagons.from the daiiies. orchards
and vegetable gardens of the subuibs.

Bv substituting the Railroad train for the maiket cart,
the city becomes the gatner n several ways, and loses
nothing.

The daily supplies come 1n, 10 abundance, fiesh and un-
corrupted by adulterating mixtures or compounds. The
trade of the city will be extended to the extreme himits of
this daily infercourse, for whoever comesin to sell will gen-
erally wish to purchase The suburban orchards, gardens,
&e., will then be threwn into maiket, offering tempting bait
for distant capital DBy not making this substitution, the
people of the National Capitol must very soan hecome sensi-
ble of a deﬁcxenéy of daily necessaries. Indeed, Baltimoie
has partly supplied their market on severul occasions already.
This deficiency will necessarily bring about high piices,
which must be followed by an exodus of the laboring classes,
unless higher piices are pawd for labor. Since high prices
and low rents are necessarily inseparable, the property hold-
ers in Washington will probably take inteiest in the matter

Hitheito the citizens of Washington have shown no dis-
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position to open the trading facilities with the surrounding
country. They complain of being reduced to a suburb of
Baltimore, but have taken no step to direct the tiade of that
aty to themselves. 'They listen to denunciatory philippies
against the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, but make no effort
to become 1ndependent of the company. They have in fact,
no tiade except amongst themselves and with a nairow belt
of country, ineluding the District. They manufacture noth-
Ing necessaly to the agricnltural inteiest, nor do they buy
anything, except what is consumed amongst them.

The National Theasu y 1s emphatically the only support of
Washington. Iis very existence as a city is maintainced by
administering to the wants, convenience and pleasures of the
officers and employees of the Federal Goverment, and of
those who choose to visit the capital on business with them.
Ity or five hundied exceptions will make no change of
issue. This is not very flattering to the pride of the citizens,
but upon close enamination you will perceive that it does
them no injustice. A family that is always buymng without
producing or manufacturing anything for sale, 1s not sus-
tained by its own resources, aud what 1s true of single fam:-
lies 1s true of whole communities 1t the Federal Govern-
ment, however, is neeessary, its cfficeis and employees are
necessary also, and those who accommodate them ale no
less so. No odium therefore can be attached to the people for
occupyiug this position . the point s, they aim at no other ,
why not engage in commerce, in manufactuies and 1n enter-
prise 1n general® Washington shonld be, and may be, to
America, what Pans is to France

What will be the condition of the National city 1n case the
seat of Government should be 1emoved® What business
could the citizens resort tu to sustain thewsclves® Where
are the mills, the factovies, or the tiade to sustain o1 to find
cmployment for so large a population?  And is the 1emoval
of theseal of the United States Government an event beyond
probability » We koow that the idea 1s often treated with
ridicule, especially when suggested with a view to awaken the
people of Washington to a sense of their cormniercial impe-
tency, but we can mmagine no futare event. save snch as are
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cultain to artive, that may be predicted with more confidence

Almost everv State capital has been 1emoved from ity first
site, aud 1n some 1nstances the change fiom one to anothe:
place has occurred several times  The fitst location was
fixad upou to suit the convenience of the population at the
tizne, withont any 1egard (o the centic of the State’s terri-
toty ; but as the lagter became filied up with inhabitauts the
seat of Government was 1emoved finie and time again, to
swit the general convenienee.  And does not the same reason
plead toudly for the removal of the capital of the Federal
Governmert? When bounded by Biitish America and the
Lalkes, Flonda, the Atlantic and the Mississ:ppi, the site of
Washiugton was cential, but now, when nearly the whele of
Notth Anterica 1s embraced within the Inmits of the country
—a counfiy extesding fiom Alaska to Cape Sable, fiom New
Tunswick to DMexico, and fiom ocean to ocean, the central
pornt is to the sunset of the Blississippy, it not beyond the
Ameiican Deseil  The West had no choice in localing the
National capital It was then a wildeiness Now il1s em-
nhatically the Umited States In addition to the long sinee
densc population of men who never yet tuined theiwr backs
upon an equal foe, the tule of mmmgration from the old
world as well as from the old States, is nnceasingly setting
1 that direction.  They have the power to effect the 1emoval
of the seat of the National Government. "They have had the
powar for years past  The difficulty was found in umting
upon the new location. That difficaltv may delay the re-
nmoval for some time, but the event 1s next to certainly to
artive, A division n the Federal Union may preveut b, It
may be delayed, and possibly forever,also, by Washington
becoming the boast of America, the mistress of fashion and
refincment, the centic of trade, of commeice and manufac-
tutes. The citizens of Washington often indulge in prophe-
ctes of the future greatness ot their aty  Paris, Loudon,
and even Pekin arc to be surpassed 1n population. Does it
never oceur to (hose same prophets, that there 18 nothing
within o1 near the limts of Washington to sustamn such a
population? People canuot live on dreamsor prophetic hal-
lucinations  Until the business of the city 1s enlarged 1ts
inhabitants canuot be increased. Ttis tiue. anoystei-house,
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a diinking-saloon, a {ew more 1estautants, hotels, boaiding-
houses, &c¢ , may start up and obtain a shaie of the patron-
age now existing This, hiowever, 15 a small matter —
Washington has grown as fast as ler business has been en-
a1 ged—as the agents ot the Fedeial Departments have accu-
mulated alound the capital, and beyoud the ratio she cannot
increase her pcople We know that the idie capital may
occasionally be invested in o villa on some of the suriound-
ing heights, or 1n a magnificent 1esidence in the city, o
the suburbs, but depaitwes will thin the population as fast
as such incudental acquisitions increase 1ts numbers

The powt we aic tryving to present is,

1st \Washington has no employment for any one beyond
1ts present population. :

2d. Noone will remove to a city where there 15 no em-
ployment for Iim, and consequently no one w.ll remove to
‘Washington

3d. That the vacant loits and giounds in the National
city cannot be in demand unless employment 13 found for a
larger population | for who will desire a location wheie he
cannot sustain himself—and who can snstain himsell with-
ont employ ment ?

The 1eal estate, uuder these cirenmstances, cannot advance,
or if at all, very slowly, and the plaig, inevitable infeience
is, that Washington must find employ ment for a dense pop-
ulation befoie the 1eal estate can advance o1 her population
be cnlarged and finally to retain the National capital,
Washington must become the pride and boast of the Ameri-
can confinent

The first step should be Yo secuie railioad facilities 1adia-
ting {rom the ity 1o every direction  Amongst these a mil-
lion to the Southern Maryland railicad, ond four times
that amount to the Alexandria, Loudoun and Hampshihe
Railioad will, 1t 1s beheved, be judicious i1nvestments—a
Lranch of the latter road coming directly into the city by the
way of the Chain Suspension Bridge

The waters of Rock creek, and probably of the Potomac,
shiould be put in requisition for mnlling and manufactwing
puiposes.
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Waslungton should further have the best Unmiversity m
the woild, and no cost should be spared to secure the best
and most celebated Professors.  The manutactuies, the im-
poitations of Washington should be of the best matenal and
of the finest finish, It 1s a very diffienit matter to divert
trade from accustomed channels The existing facilities for
cairying 1t on, as well as old habit, stand in the way —
Stronger inducements, superior factlities, &e., will nltunate-
ly bing about the desired result. Cultivate the will—the
determination is sure to devise the way  The leading men
of every piofession, the masteis of cvery ait, and the ne plus
ultra of science and hteratuie shovld Dbe found n the eapital
of our country  The means to effect this 1esult arc 1cadily
found when the determination to biing 1t about 1s formed.
The will finds the way  Suappose the desired 1esult accom-
phished, what would be immediate advance «n real estate
within the city, and also within the District cireuit ? If half
the real property ot the city should be necessary, this half
may be safely and wisely disposed of. The other half will
very soon command moie than the whole does now  “Ther
throw away the worser patt, aud live the better by the other
half.  The example of Liveipool is well worthy of imita-
tion by the authorities of Washington The works accom-
phished by the enterprise of that city 1n order to secure the
trade ot the Western woild, will clearly point out what may
be done by perseverance, and what must be done to give to
Washington a 1ank among the greatest cities of the earth
The sceming sacrifices to be submitted to, may be justly
compared to the bait of the successful angler, or the ammu-
nition of the fortunate huater.

The same sacrifices, 1f 1ndeed they a.e so. must also be
made by the people of south-western Maryland, for liow-
cvel necessary the Southern Maiyland Ratlroad may be to
Washington city, 1t 15 still more so to the region of countiy
through which 1t 1s expected to pass It 1s sometimes said
that this part of Marylaad needs no ratlroads, that the coun-
tiy 1s nariow through its entue lengtli, with finc navigable
rivers and convenient landings on either side, and conse-
quently has easy communication by sail vessels and steaners
with Baltimore aud Washington , that travel and transpor-
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tation ate cheaper by these means than by rail, and con-
eequently 1f the Southern Maryland Railioad should be put
mto operation, 1t would fwl to sceure the business of the
country, and would ultumately be abandoned.

All this seems very plausible  The premnses are undent-
able aud the interence appems to be mevitable however,

These conveniences and shipping facilities have existed ever
since the fiist colonial settlements 1n Marvland was made.
and yet the countiy so Inghly favoied, secems to profit noth-
mg by the employment ot them It may be sately asserted
that sonth-western Mary land 1s,pooret 1u expotts and ship-
ping interest than it was 100‘.}’0313 aga.

Allusion has already been made to the commoun ro:uds of
this pemmsula The loss of time and labor 1 tiaveling ovel
them, double at least, 1f not quadiuple the real distance.

Dy the use of these 10ads only ean we enjoy our shipping
facilities, and four times at least must the jomrney be submit-
ted to before our commercial business is accomnlished. The
shipper by wagon o1 by rail returns with the return treight,
but we go fiist loaded to the most convenient landing and
return empty, when the ciop is disposed of we again go
cmpty, and 1etwin withy the articles in which the proceeds of
sales have Dbeen 1nvested, and in addition to the travel we
must needs submit to two ficights, commisston and seveial
incidental expenses, and occasionally to imposition also It
is true, the producer’s time at home is worth the services of
the agents and 1ncidental charges, but not so it the ship-
ment could take place in winter, when Ins time 1s nealy
valueless.

Such ale the inconvemences, the diawbacks to which our
inland producers aie yeaily, 1l not oftener, subjected, and
with the exception of a few who live immediately adjacent to
the landing, the riparian farmer fares but little better.

The steamer has virtually barished the skipper, asa freight
curier, from our waters Thesteamboat landings a1e gener-
ally fiom five to ten nulesapart, and the riparian who lives at
an mtermediate point, must either {ake b produce to his
most convement wharf in sinall boats, at the risk of the
weather, or wagon it around to the heads of the intervening
creeks and 1nlets, over the worst roads generally in the
countiy.
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It must be bornein inind, in the weantune, that the Chesa-
peake Bay affoids no shipping facilities even to the niparian
farmers.  The extensive flats render the building of whaives
vely expensive, and when buwilt, the boats can very 1a1ely
make tast to them, while the iough weather and the worm
(tredo navalis) very soon destroy them  These are not meic
aggravations of trifhng difficulties  On the contiary, 1t 1s
on account of long usage alone that these hindiances and
drawhbacks upon industiy and labor aze nol properly ap-
preciated  An inland farmer 1n this peninsnla never pios-
peis or girows tich, save by the most rigid economy. Lvery
mnconvenience to which we as a community are subjected-—
all the principal diawbacks upon labor and industry that om
citizens submit to—all point to one and the same cause, and
all 1equire one and the same remedy. We could have good
common 10ads 1f we had a four-fold population of producing
citizens, and our taxes would be reduced 1n proportion to the
number and ability of the tax-payers  The landholder-will
pay taxes on unpigductive land no longer thau lie can find
tiusty tenants to cultivate it, o1 purchaseis to buy 1t With
4 quadiuple population we would bgve our mechanic and
manufacturer of evely lind amongst us  We would then
have a market at home, and could transact much of commer-
<1al business without the expense of double ficight and the
mmtervention of agents and a Nightful hist of 1ncidental
charges Ow own neighbors would have our canying tiade,
and we would have sensible and trusty labaiers, guided and
controlled by theimr own interest and judgment.

In tlus state ot affaus, real property, for agricultural pur-
poses, cannot be greatly in demand Speculators may invest
at low figures, but these add nothing to the prospenity of any
country  In whichever way we direct our observation, the
same necessity tor a dense population of producing people
mesents itself, and it only 1emains to 1uguire how this neces-
s1ty 1s to be met  Emigiation to the new States and Teiri-
tories has been thinning the population of Maryland for more
than one hundrcd years The war of the Revolution fell

heavily upon south-western Maryland.
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'This section of the Stale suffered vonsideiably tiom the plun-
dering marauders of the Butish fleet duting the war of 1812,
The torch besides did a full share of mischief. The eprdemic of
that pertod swept off many hundreds of every age fiom the
south-western pennsula. These diawbacks, losses and mis-
fortnnes, may also have aided 1n delaying the prospenty of
the oldest scetion of the State  Fmmgration is in a measuie
suspended  YWais 1t is hoped arc over for a time at least,
and an pestilence of a fearful or general chaiacter has visited
us for nearly a half eentmiy  The time, therefore, promises
to be propitious for 1eenperation and for inprovement  We
entertain somne delicacy 1n suggesting the mode of nducing
mmungiants to take up their abode with us  There will be
some diffieulty, no doubt, 1n diverting the tide of 1mmigration
fiéni its wonted ehannels  The ship 1s barely moored to the
wharf before her living freight 1s on the tramn for the West.
The strangers give themselves no 1est until they bLreathe the
trans-Mississippi ai1, nor do they manifest any interest what-
ever 1n the eounhiy they travel over

Thewr purposes are fixed, and the contracts hikely perfected
before they leave the fathetland  Inducements of considera-
ble weight, wust be Lield out for a while at least  Theearly
Colonial Proprietary of Maiyland, gave a bonus ol 100 actes
or moie to every able-bodied white man that came to the
Province to inhabit. Sinular inducements weie also held out
to the other sex. The country was theu a wilderness, with-
out schools or chuiches, and exeept 1nmediately on the navi-
gable wateirs, without clearings. A crowded population at
howe, however, with the love of adventuie; and rehigious in-
tolerance, all combined to make his Lordship’s ¢ conditions
of plantation’’ acceptapnle and for a while strangeis poured
1apidly 1nto the eolony. This 1s a matter of record and 1s
referred to as merely {uinishing an idea We want from
abroad, land buyers and land workers  Both wnay be {ound
1 Germany  The Geimans, however, will not become our
tenants  Those who settle in this country bring money

The very poor, the nnenteiprising and unambitions rarely
emigrate fiom any country

A faim of 20 o1 30 acres satisfies a German. He wants
no more iand than he can cultivate to an advantage. DBut a
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few yeais past a colony of Geimans made airangements to
locate in St. Mary’s county, several hundied acies of land
were contracted for, be divided into 20 acre lots, and the
building of the houses for the different families was on the
eve of being commenced, when the entire arrangement fell
through  We see no reason why a similar plan carried out
1n good faith should not be successful A small gratuity of
3 acres might be thiown in if found necessary

Theieis scarcely a landholder 1n south-westein Maryland
that cannot part with twice 20 acres to such o class of people,
and be gainer by the tiansaction  Men ale ve1y slow to paré
with property even though profitless to them to secure mere
probable advantages  The bait isof ceitain value, for 1t 1550
considered while the capture of the piey 1s doubtful. Some
with more craft and selfishness, may1ecommend the sacrifice
to others while they decline making it themselves, under the
hope of reaping equal advantages with those that do  State
legislation may legitimately 1nteipose, when ignorance,
selfishness and skepticism stand opposed to improvement

Tivery citizen of the State 1s 1aterested in the prosperity of
south-western Maryland. The Marylander who feels no in-
terest 1n any section but lns own, is hut little wiser than the
seaman who cared not how soon the stern of the ship weunt
down as long as the forecastle was afloat

Themprovement of this peninsula would be advautageously
felt by every tax-paycr in the State, and by the cifizens of
Baltimore particularly. South-westein Marj::land has be-
sides, claims upon the upper section of the State, as well as
upon those of the Monumental city.

Lvery property holder amongst ns has been paying taxes
for nearly 30 yeais to sccure to them those tiangportation
facilities, which we are now asking for ourselves. The obli-
gation is none the less binding from the fact that the dele-
eation from the lower counties of the Westein shoie, voted,
we believe, as a unit for every appropiiation for the improve-
ment of upper Maryland and to the advantage of Baltimoie.
The obligation is not canceiled by the late conditional appto-
priation of five hundied thousand dollars, for internal
mmprovement purposes to the peninsula connties  The share

Saint Mary's County
Historical Society
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allotted to cach county 1s insuflicient to secure any 1eal ad-
vantage to either of them. nor can the appropriation be so
united to one jont tund as to constiuct any railroad improve-
ment beneficial to all of them. The Patuxent niver separat-
ing Calveit couuty fiom the 1est cannot Le bridged below
Hill’s Landing.  All this may appear to have no connexion
with the Southern Maiyland Railroad  But the Company o1-
gamzed under the charter of that worl, will be the most smta-
ble agent to make and perfect the necessary artangements for
imnugtation, while 1n doing so, they will secure the funds re-
quired to cariy on the works of ow railroad. By the con-
dition of the charter, 1eal estate may be taken in payment
tor stock. Owr surplus lands should theiefore be assigned
to the Railioad Company  Should the Directory be success-
ful 1n their negotiations with foreigners, we not only secuie
the mciease of population so much needed, but 1ailroad
facilities also .

If immigration should be once commenced to this pait of
Maryland, it would continne to flow in upon us until there
would be no spot left untenanted. For every family that
leads the way, we may safely count on ten more to follow
A quadruple population has been spoken of heretofoie, but
this may be doubled, and probably twice doubled, to advan-
tage 'The country s fully capable of sustaining a ten-fold
population. 'I'heie can be found in the whole peninsula not
a spot of upland that has not been 1n cultivation or is now
covered with timber  Some lands have been woirked down by
improvident terracultuie, but there 1s not an acre of upland
between Point Lookout and Washington that cannot be made
capable of a profitable cultivation. Tor a full statement ol
the industrial resources, social advantages, health. climate,
&c , of this region of Maryland, we iefer you to the Re-
port of Dr Higgins. Tt may not be uscless to add that there
ate vely few sections of country where timber for fuel and
building material is more abundant. DBesides, the peninsula
i3 well watered from end to end, and springs of excellent
water arc found in abundance on every plantation The
fountains spring from the heights of Good Ilope, quitedown
to Centieville, 1 Prince George's county, and fuinish as
good drinking water as can be found in the country, or pro-
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bably in the world. In addition to this, we have no over-
flow to contend with, and no expense in coustrieting moun-
tain embankments to protect our fields  The beasts of prey
have been exterminated for more than a century, and ‘‘ the
milk sick’” of the West—the weed or grass that powsons the
cow, as well as the milk and butter, was never known
among us, Tothe owners of real estate, not only on and
near the route, bul throughout the entire peninsula, the road
must be highly advantageous by bringing into the countiy a
better class of laborers, as well as puichasers of their now
profitless land at advanced and constantly advancing vrices.
On this subject permit us to 1efer to the Report of J. R.

Trimble
The Souihern Maryland Railioad will be the cause of ena-

bling the clildren, the old and the decrepid, who are inca-
pable of field labor o1 the woikshop, to become self-sustain-
ing, mstead of being, as they now are, a tax upon the indus-
try of then fiiends They may find paymg employment in
gatheiing and canymng to the station the natural finits of
the countiy, as well as such other articles ot light buidens as
the new facilities for transportation may 1nduce our people to
cultivate  How many wild fiunits, beires, grapes, nuts, &e
worthless here, but highly valued in the cittes, npen, fall,
and arc lost every year ! How much, besides, of the fhiuits
of the orchaid ale lost in the same way on every plantation !
The Southern Maryland Railroad will, we picsume, aim to
accommodate traffic principally  The train mnay consequent-
ly stop wheiever the public accommodation may 1eqmure On
this account we may, with good reason, expect that the labor
of the country would very scon be dnerted from the cultiva-
tion of bulkv crops that now pay nothing. to the prodrction
of articles of easier tiansportation that will pay better at
least, 1f they do not pay well, nor would 1t be at all extrav-
agant to 1magine that oirders fiom the hotels, restaurants,
boarding-houses and private families of the cities, should be
sent caily by the down train to their respective ageuts aud
catercrs along the hine foi the next day’ssupplies Theluxu-
ries of the season, whether of the water or land, could be put
on the train at Point Lookout in the forenoon, and arrive in
Washington o1 Baltimore the sume day in good trme to make
glad the hearts of the citizens at dinner. An 1mpiovement
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that promises to bring so many advantages, and to effect so
many accessary ieforms—to settle our pemusula with a
dense and thrifty people to work their lands now gomng
to waste, give them the hme to fertihize it, choiee of
markets, Washington and Baltimore, for their gaiden
products and fruits, cause them to divide up then now
cumbersome and unwiecldly farms (unprofitable because
they are so) into small farms well tilled, thms enhancing
their value four-fold, to reduce the buidens of taxation 1n
the same pioportion; to find paying employment for those
who now ate a mere burden upon their fiiends, to give usa
home matket with our manufuctuers and mechanics amongst
us to enable us to transact our commercial business without
paying double fieights, occasionally ocean freights and com-
mussions on both the sales and puichases, fill our ports,
rivels and hairbois with onr own shipping, to open to all
and at all seacons, certain and swift communication with
the Baltimore and Washington maikets, as well as wuith
the channels of tiavel and trade to fuimsh the city of
Washington with daily necessaries and luxuries for her
growing population, and aid 1in retarming the National
capital 1n 1ts present location, to give to the inhabi-
tants of the Distiict as well as to the Fedeial Govern-
ment a more certain and 1eady access to the open sea than
can be had by the tortucus channels of the sometimes ice-
bound and toggy Potomac, an 1mprovement, we repeat, that
gives so fair a promise of effecting so much for onr good even
ifit should bring about but one-half of the advantages its
fricnds have a 1easounable night to expect, whether paying a
dume en its cost or not, must virtually be oneof the best pay-
ing works ever completed  One other of the gieat necessi-
ties for building this rond as any of those menuoned, resnlts
ag much {rom the demand of the eoal interest which has been
for some time gradually seeking an extensive port below the
freezing point for its shipment to the markel it requires.—
That it must find this port either at the mouth of the Patux-
ent or Potomac, all who have thought on the subject, admit;
that the shortest road to either of these places, whether the
coal comes over the Baltimore and Ohio Road via Point of
Rocks, or down the Canal, or over the Loudoun and Hamp-

14
-
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shire Road, is on or neai the route we have surveyed, noone
looking at the maps can deny  This immense trade, already
sending two mithions of tons out to the markets of the world,
thiough the Capes, will pay a handsome bonus to any road
that can be built as cheap as the route we piesent ; and if
it can shoiten the distance of 1ts carriage on a down grade
sixty miles, as it does, 1t must command a large portion of
this trade. And who, looking at 1ts rapid giowth in the last
few yeais, and the increasing demand for this kind of coal,
can tell the immense revenue that will acerue to this road
fiom this trade?

That 1t would be no detiimeunt tu Baltimore city, all
thinking wen agice, who look at her harbor, already crowd-
ed with more valuable freightage, and know that the large
area now acquired by this coal t1ade, would be 1mmediately
occupied by some other of greater value Point Laokout,
Jutting as 1t were 1nto the immense oyster beds of the Chesa-
peake and its tributaries, is the key by which the great oys-
ter trade would be unlocked to pour its valuable freight on a
road built fiom thence to Washington, to be distributed at
less cost than now, by enabling the immense fleet of vessels
already engaged in the trade to make two or thiee tiips
where they now make onc  This will be a lax ge revenue it-
self to the road

Norfolk, now 1apialy griowing, and destined to increase
more rapidly than any city on the continent, so soon as the
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad is finished, and its connec-
tions perfected to California by the Il ’aso route, 1equires a
closer and quicker communication with Washington, Balti-
mo1e, Philadelphia and New York than she now has. It is
to be had ouly over this peniusula, by a 1ailicad to Point
Lookout, thence by fast steamers, enabling passengers fiom
New York via Baltimoie and Washington, to be landed in
Norfolk in fifteen hours. This, together with her early pro-
ductions, seeking a Northern market, will form an impor-
tant and valuable addition to the revenue of a road. Point
Lookout, destined by the hand of nature to be one of the
great watering places and summer resorts of this country,
with a beach as fine, a surf as delighttul as that of Cape
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May, (without its dangeious undeitow,) situated 1n the
centie of thiec populous and growing citics—DBaltimore,
Waslhington and Norfolk—accessible 1 a few hours from
each, when developed as it will be by the Luilding of this
road, would alone pay, to one so cheaply bumilt as this can
be, a handsome per cent on its cest  As proof of this, we
refer to the road to Cape May. See what Cape May was a
few yemis ago, now alone supporting a rond thiough u
countiy barien in compaiison to the one our survey passes.
Another source of r1evenue will be soon developed by it, as
lurge, if not larger, than either o' these mentioned—the
fruit erop. This conntry 18 equally if not better adapted to
fruit growing than Delaware, that now loads her 1oad an-
nually with its millions of boxes of peaches, paying a hand-
some 1nteirest on the road Passing through a countiy so
easily improved as ours, with some of the finest farming
lands contiguous to the1oad on both sides of the ndge, it
would also bring to these lands 1n laige quantities, what
they so much need, the lIime ot Washington and the North-
ern counties of Maryland ; this would be another large
item to the 1eceipts of this road

Any one of these freights alone, with the local tiade and
travel, would pay a fair per cent. on the cost of construction.
It takes but a poor mathematician to calculate what a large
revenue this road would receive when they ate all combined.
We candidly helieve, that when all these interests are de-
veloped, they would pay 20 per cent. on any cost that may
be required to build this road, and it will not be long before
capitalists find 1t out.  One additional inducement to build
this road, 15 the fact that nineteen twentieths of the land
owners fiom Point Lookout to the Distiict hine, have volun-
tarily offered the land for the road bed at ten dollars per acie
in stock, and many have offered ties that abpound on this
road 1n sufficient quantities to build five sach 10als and take
stock for the same  The one-tweetieth who refuse the
right of way belong to that class of men who, to ou. shanse,
exist in every community, with minds so narrow, and hearts
so black, that they will lose the benefit themselves to prevent
their neighbors from being benefitted  They snould, where-
ever found, be marked and ostracised by every public spirited
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man, unttl they arc civihzed, This right of way, so fieely
offered by the landhaolders, is a large item in the reduction of
the cosl of this road, when eompared with the heavy tax mose
10ads a1¢ subjected to for this privilege

These facts go to show capitalists, that this road pro-
miseg to pay a larger revenue than any road’ot the samec
Iength 1n the United States

Some have said, that the building of this road to Wash-
ington would be a disadvantage to Baltimore,’this 1s a mis-
taken and contracted view

Washington 18 the neaiest, and therefore the mnatural
market, for all ou1 products except tobacco

The landholder makes moie clear money the sooner he
can get to market, and the shorter the distance he hasto
transport lis products over  The more he makes, the
moere able he is to buy of Baltimore what she {urrishes,
and go long as Baltimoie holds her own, as she promises to
do for all tinie to come, so long will the City of Washmingion
and these counties be dependent on her, and the moie Wash-
ington city increases in population, and these counties be-
come developed and richer, the more Baltimore will sell to
thew,

Theiefore, divectly and ndirectly, Baltimoie 1s benefitted
by all the railroads that can he built in these couaties, no
matter where they tend

We enclose the able and efficient 1epoi t of our Chiet Iugi-
neer with a map and profile of the road, as showing the 1c-
sult of onr work, and making this report as perfect as we
could. The expendituie of the money entiusted to us was
as follows.

To expenses ot Lingineer Corps . .. : . $6 250 Q0
To commussaly . ......... § w3 .o .. 1,050 00
To commissioners. . 3,700 00
$11,000 00

CONTRA
By cash 1ecerved from State......... ' 10,000 00
By cash from City of Washington .. 1,600 00

- ————

$11.000 00
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The Chiel Bugmeer was cmployed six months, and most
of the eorps five months and a-half

The Comimssioneis gave their full attention to this woik
Two o1 woie of them being with the corps at all times, actiug
as quartermasters, or cullecting facts and suggestions for the
furtherance of the work entrusted to them, and the proper
disburscrents of the money.

And they flatter themselves, that the money has beenr well
spent, and that the result ol thetr work as hercin repoited
will justify them.

The fact of cvents transpiring faster than was anticipated
by the framers of the Act under which we derived our au-
thority : that is, the organization of this road, and the pios-
pect of its bemng huilt at once, does not lessen the value of
our work, or take away from the wisdom of the framers of
the Act, for all is the 1esult of vur survey and the sugges-
tions obtamned by 1t

When the Act was fiamed, we behieved it was done for the
purpose of obtaining a 1eport to show capitalists, and those
interested, how cheaply this 10ad could be built, and how
handsomely 1t would pay, and the necessity for building it,
that the State intended to wnecar tlus expense for that pwm-
pose; and if she induced capitalists to bmild this 10ad by
this means the money would be well expended in the develoy-
ment of those counties that had never before received any help
from the State towards mternal improveinents. This resalt
is now being worked out; the road being orgapized and in
able hauds, and, as we before said, is the consequence of this
survey  Decausc one of the Commissioners, acting as agent
of the incorporators of this road, has used the suggestions
herein 1eported in speeches and letters to capitalists, and in-
duced them to subseribe to the stock the amount requued by
law to organize 1t, whick he could not have done so effec-
tively without the knowledge obtained by this smivey

That the outlay as proposed by those who have 1t now 1n
charge, is so much larger than the repoits Lere made, does
not add o1 detract from the correctness of our report, because
they contemplate expending a large sum to malke the hatbor

at Point Lookout perfeet, and are preparing for a coal trade
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mwuch laiger than ever was contemplated by any of us —
Thercfore both are correct, and we have cvery reason to be-
lieve, that the State and city, by the speedy building of the
road and the development of both city and counties, will soon
be handsomely remunerated for the expense they have incur-
red. All of which is
Respectfully submitted by
Your obedient servants,

C. J. DURANT, Ch’mr

GEO. W. MORGAN,

L. W. B. HUTCHINS,

J. G. CHAPMAN,

JOHN BOWLING
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70 C J Durant and vihers, Commassioners nppointed to pro-
vide for the Survey of the route of the Southern Mayylond
Ralroad.

GentLEMEN ¢ The accompanymg estimates show approxi-
mately the eost of a Railroad from Point Lookout, in St. Ma-
ry’s county, to the Eastein Branch of the Potomac river at
Benning's bridge.

The Survey was made, 1n the first place, to connect with that
of the Baltimoie and Potomac Railroad at the head waters of”
Mattaponi Creek, near Brandywine, in Prinee George's county.
The cost of both lines has been estimated, and the result is
hereby submittcd

The former line is 76 4-10, and the latter 60.7-10 miles ir
length The cost of construction on the line fiom Point Look-
out to the head waters of Mattaponi is eshmated at $203,182
or 3,375 per mile, and on the other, known as “ the adopted
line,” at $331.535, or $4,709 per mle.

The difference in the cost of construction on the two linex
per mile is owing chiefly to the heavy earth-work letween the
point of their divergence and Benning’s bridge. Though less
than one-fourth of the entire distance, more than two-fifths of
the work of graduation on the wholeline, will be found on this
part. This, in conneetion with the bridging nceessary on this
portion of the Ime, and the heavy land damages to be submitted
to within and near the District hmits, clearly designates this
as by far the most costly part of the contemplated work, 1nde-
pendently of bridging the Eastern Branch, and the right of
way beyond.

The foregoing figures include only the cost of construction,
or the warlk to be done preparatory to laying the track The
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total cost from Point Lookout to the Baltimore and Potomac
line is set down in the estimates at $887,818, or %14,748 per
mile, and from Point Lookout to Benning’= bridge at $1,200,-
159, or §15,709 per mile

These figures embrace the usual allowance for shrinkage of
embankment as well as for contingencies and engincering ex-
penses ; and the grand totals, 1t is beheved, will be amply suffi-
cient to put the respective lines into operation.

It iz true, that estimates npon preliminary surveys rarely, if
ever, cover the actual cost of works of this kind, bat this is ow-
g to eircumstances which will not be likely to occur in the
construction and completion of the Southern Maryland Rail-
read.

There can be no reason to apprehend any advance in the
price of labor or matemale. No solid rock will be et with 1n
the necessary cuts, for none has ever been reached on the entire
route, and running upon the highest ridge in the peninsula, as
our line does, it is barely possible that the shallow excavations
will ever uncover hidden fountains, and involve thereby much
trouble from land-slides, or 1n obtaining a fum and solid read
bed.

Indeed, it 1s probable that the estimates are rather in excess
of the real cost They are Iiberal—made up without the wish
to lead capitalists or others into unsafe conclusions Full al
lowence has been made for a first-class road, for the best mate-
rials, and for faithful and skillful mechanical labor.

Various substitutions may be resorted to in the construction
at a considerable reduction of the estimated cost. The ties, in
many cases, can be paid for in stock; other necessary timber
can he ohtained-on the same terms, and the right of way also
Uongiderable cash outlay may be avoided by burning the ne-
cessary brieks along the line, convenient to points where they
will be needed. The fuel for this purpose will cost bat little
outside of the cutting and hauling.

In addition to this, the preliminary survey was designedly
made up of long tangents, thereby enconntering many eleva-
tions and depressions, that may be avoided on location, with-
oat sensibly mncreasing the distance In some cases, also, the
distance may be diminished without incurring heavy work, or

steeper grades
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The grade will be light on the entiie line, mostly from 0.2¢
to 0 50 per chain, or from 10 to 25 feet per mile, rarely ex-
ceeding the latter, but fiequently falling below the former
figure. The steepest inclines occur where we enter into, and
leave the valley of Piscataway creck, and in descending from
the heights of Good Hope to the Eastern Branch  All of thesc
may be impioved by a change of route

Very few of the curves will be objectionable. Neaily the
entire line may be run over at the maximum speed, without
any elevation of the outer rail

It must be unnecessary to give a paticular description of
the route of the survey. The Commissioners are mostly as well
acquainted with the entire line, as the engineers. It may
be indicated almost in a woid aslyme along the summt of
upland that rises between the head of the Potomac drainage
on the one hand, and that of the Chesapeake bay and Patux-
ent river on the other  Until it 1eaches The Long Old Tields
or Forrestville, the line raiely deviates from this 1idge o1
divide, and then only for economical considerations, or when,
on account of interlocking strcams, the curve of the heights
was inconvenient.

Several objections to this route are urged by the friends of
the enterprise. That 1t is nexther direct nor central is underi-
able; that it will require less grading and masonry than any
other that ean be selected is equally certain.

A more central location 1s recommended, not only beeause
1t would be more direct, and therefore shorter, but, also, because
the road, if bult, should pass through those sections of the
country where facilities for transportation and travel are most
needed, and wheie 1t would therefore be most likely to be
patronized. Prudeace, in the mean time, having an eye on the
cost, as well as upon the resources and capacity of the country
to afford & paymng patronage.

Several mudland routes have been suggested. Tersonal re-
connoissance on some of them has oeeupied considerable time,
but no reliable opinion as to eligibility could be arrived at
without the aid of instruments. Crossing, as they must do, the
drainage of the Potomae slope, and that, too, above the conflu-
ence of the water-courses, the cost of graduation, masonry and
bridging must neeessarily be considerable. Tt is however verw
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probable that the road would pay better on the central or air-
line route, and should 1t do this, it would be a cheaper one in
the end, let the cost be what it may.

Near Biaadywine the inducements to adopt a central route
become moie weighty. As we appioach this point, we ap-
proach also the located line of the Baltimore and Potomac
Railroad, and after running in close proximity to it for seve-
ral miles, we cross it in sharp obliquity, and then recede
from it as we approached it Indeed, from the estate known
as the “Woodyard’’ to Mattawoman Branch, the two lines
are scaicely three miles apart at any point.

Either of these roads will be amply sufficient to accommo-
date all the tiaffic and tiavel of this region of country, and
should both of them be completed on the lines now surveyed,
the cost of one must, to this extent, be a waste of capital.

This objection may be partly obviated on our part by con-
tinuwing the first line from its junction with that of the Balti-
more and Potomac Railioud to Piscataway Cieck, near the
estate of H. P Hill, where the course of that stream changes
from a snutherly to a W. S, \WW direction, and after gaining
the heights beyond, by following an air hine as nearly as
practical and economical, across the head waters of Piney
Eun and Tinker’s Branch-—crossing Henson’s Bianch nea
Temnple’s beautiful estate, thence by Suit’s princely resi-
dence, and by Mrs Young’s to Oxen Run, at the point where
our preliminary line leaves the valley of that stream to find
a passage through the heights of Good Hope, in the depres-
sion near Burch’s tavern

Itis true, that for a few miles on this route the face of the
country is quite broken, compared with that previously
passed over, 1t is very rough, but aiter passing Piscataway
creek, all serious difficulties will be surmounted The coun-
try beyond quite up to Henson’s Branch, as also between
that stream and Oxen Run, 1s fully as even and firm as any
that our preliminary line passes over, excepting only the
sonthern extrenity of St. Mary’s county

It may be said turther that this route tiaverses a populous
part of Prince George’s county, remote from navigable waters
as well as from all railroads in existence or in contempla-
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tion, aud cursed as the entiie peninsula generally 19, with
proverbially bad common 1oads, roads with deep ruts and
miry beds in the thaws of winter and 1n the early part of
spiing, and with shoit heavy grades at all seasons, passable
for loaded vehicles ouly in fiozen weather when navigation
18 suspended, and in summer and autumn when team and
teamster are Loo necessaty 1n making and securing the present
ctop to take the previous one to market or the landing.

By adopting this 10nte, we shun the heavy sections at
Mattapon:, (the heaviest on the whole hine,) aud at Mrs
Brooks’, the Dbiidges over Piscataway cieek and 1ts tributa-
ries, besides two of the heavy grades already alluded to

It 1s true, that heavy work as well as bridging and high
grades may be met with on the line now suggested, but as-
surance is given by parties amply competent to make the
assurance good, that subscriptions will be forthcoming on the
latter route, fully sufficient to overcome the frightiul difficul-
ties at Piscataway Creek or Buicl’s Swamp, as well as to
giade and bridge beyond Henson’s Branch

Theie arise so many conflicting considerations 1n making
chotce of route, that one is sometimes disposed to doubt if
the best line for a 10ad of any kind has ever yet been selected,
except possibly for a shoit distance, o1 where the hand of
nature had left no room for chouce,

The foregoing suggestions, I am aware, should properly be
laid before the directory, after a perinanent location of the
10ad 15 determined on. [ deem it prudent, however, to give
place to them here, and, before diopping this subject, I beg
leave to suggest further, a change of route after passing
the heights of Good Hope Instead of running between
Marshall’s dwelling house and barn, continue the line down
the valley between Marshall’s and Brooks’, keeping upon
the western slope, to the main streawn, and thence (working
all the while as near to the necessary grade as practicable
and judicious,) through the sccondaiy ridge, near Dean’s
dwelling house, and over the estage lately the propeity of
Jas. E 8. Holliday, and by Mis. Sherif’s residence to the
castern branch near Benning’s bridge.

By taking this route, the double or reversed curve at the
Red House, and at Marshall’s, may be avoided, and both the

[Suceeding page(s) missing]
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